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Pressure for Drugs
Denied by Donovan

By JACK LANDAU
Star Staff Writer

Attorney James B. Dgnovan
decTafed 148t night that the
Federsl Government did noj
put &ny pressure on America
pharmaceutical firms to donats
drugs used as ransom in the
Cuban prisoner exchange.

Mr. Donovan said that thg
Justice Department did advisg
the firms on various legal prob-
lems surrounding the drug
donations.

The Justice Department he
said, also aided in arranging
the logistics of collecting an
transporting the drugs.

M. Donovan represented thd
Cuban Families Committee in
obtaining the release of 1,113
invasion prisoners last Decem+
her, in exchange for $62.5 mild
1ion worth of drugs and food

‘I'his was the figure he cited
last night.

In recent weeks 2800 morg
refugees have returned to the

ihdvised the Cuban committee

1nited Sjcates in planes and
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ka® questions, possible anti-
rst problems and exportgtion
ifficulties involving the drugs
n the prisoner exchdnge. .4
‘ Four of the volunteer Washx
fngton attorneys who solicited
hips which carried. the food[ he “donations ‘‘sppeared with
nd drugs to Cuba. iMr. Donovan_ st the meeting.

Mr.-Donovan said last nightThey were Jbhn W. Douglas,
he would fly to Havana in thei ¢ghn E. Nolan, jr.; Raymond J.

hext two weeks to conclude [Rasenberger and E. Barrett
hrrangements for release Of 25 Prettyman, jr.

Americans still held. The basis{| W1r. . Dgnovan said he be-
or their release arg sglready Nieved most of the firms do-

hegotinted, at least. partly, hellated the goods because “they
hoted in  his talk at, thelyanted to see the albatross re-
nonthly ~ meetin®=ot" tHe Bar

moved from around ,\meuqus
neck.”

He also said there were var-
iou1s other motives ranging fram
tax, dednctions to-personal con-
tacts with Cuba.

However, he added that the

eductions would be permitted
at the American wholesale
price of the drugs and not at
the retail price so that no firms
would conceivably make 8 profit
from the donations. = -

He said that the Cuban. yisr-
ket price of the goods in Cuba
was $62.5 -million but that
they would' cost substantially
less in this country. .

hssociation of the District of
Columbia.

Attorney General Kennedy

o ask Mr. Donovan to attempt

he negotiations, the lawyer
$aid.

Subsequently, Mr. Donovan
aid, the Attorney General

bersonally confirmed that he
had suggested that the Cubans
tontaet Mr. Donovan, who
bdded that he had never met
Mr. Kennedy before the Cuban
amilies "approached him.

Mr. Donovan explained that
Tustice .Department attorneys
hdvised the drug companies nn
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